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In Philadelphia, a New Art Fair

Removes Scale From the

Equation
With booth fees capped at $2,500, Elsewhere is less concerned with the broader art
market than with what happens when galleries are free to take genuine risks.

By Chenoa Baker • 06/08/26 1:28pm

ADVERTISEMENT

https://observer.com/arts/
https://observer.com/art-fairs/
https://observer.com/author/chenoa-baker/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://observer.com/2026/06/review-elsewhere-new-art-fair-philadelphia/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://observer.com/2026/06/review-elsewhere-new-art-fair-philadelphia/&text=In%20Philadelphia,%20a%20New%20Art%20Fair%20Removes%20Scale%20From%20the%20Equation
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://observer.com/2026/06/review-elsewhere-new-art-fair-philadelphia/
mailto:?subject=In%20Philadelphia,%20a%20New%20Art%20Fair%20Removes%20Scale%20From%20the%20Equation&body=https://observer.com/2026/06/review-elsewhere-new-art-fair-philadelphia/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst6LzEGq8e_qf7a3noKNIMdd6o7DP8bO28LcdsJbhM86PD_EXiJ4kCdLOI0ehDKJDPG-uGHg8QPOVoTTVH9bzAASobljREpF-T17kxbMNeObcj2hPXV1XTe74heKyLptT25L64uDPRDepijMA0BHBukQ6bgbbQKVLF4Ye9aGS9EiSgJ_DHi4W3c-UyCDI_lgmKmcW-MkVsBrs3vjdGLcmSKYKjh8n8GTrLhep6oaXeWb6Fd3JXcFNtMugrkEDYyPoA4PyMJagneUGSpsHQDZtbTlFP7aoYaN2-A0_yKxri813lxRjZlFnz3wHo26qWFIgqDz4eYG2Wlh8r3HH12BlwbMKfu7Q2SFznlxdnn&sai=AMfl-YQxUvUtSmxlr1VwwBR8oV0zarU_x1DF_sCQM_iFAOHJZQp-JfX5XjRiLGG8GGfZnmNWf7FfcFVMcI8jSUHagia2DN0ja2G99FedATwujY63nu8pqbTS76VTJ7-esW0aIPynPs4gxr2SF2p3ftxiedpbOKZWKyrgfMJUydtgbdb4kzKhq9oqsxM3dHzKFLbrc1yBwlTgbRlZec4Zq2-_unpMbOS3V-aXx9F8cazGI71pJ-h7elutIMlw6LLv0QTtc8iuIPeSsb_gHeZN5qqiFX6KOK2gWgqCv-Qa7TbhyM1zu4_hx4gOLixE11KXZRazrLIEASxw3Wrc-3vPy3NwWa_2_vbCs6Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzO0Su1colaMg&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3D49b1739d-35da-4562-95e7-2ac09aea7bfd%26ag%3D5eok4fj%26sfe%3D1c63fa82%26sig%3DO6zxraoc_Jbg4FN4Og4gQittwrPU0dVNEBdOn5ybrUc.%26crid%3De3frqrq0%26cf%3D10495541%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dobserver.com%26rcats%3D%26mste%3Dobserver.com%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Drubicon%26uhow%3D137%26agsa%3D%26wp%3DEDAD02D6C7352BA0%26rgz%3D11101%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DOSX%26os%3DOSX1015%26br%3DChrome%26svpid%3D22412%26rlangs%3Den,os%26mlang%3D%26did%3DMGNI-AP-31109%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D33.89000000000004%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D%26cc%3D3~KLUv_WPYfRZo4QI9EAAEEm95NTg5bCD6TJ1zsUnaNWJFEZXnKsCa6ntvazRmakitrq4NULXMgAVaCGUzZnJxcnEwYJumw4kBMTAxMjI0MTIFMzBjbHJ6ajfAAot1Z2QwZHR10AKqtoQD8UAcYjFhfGRhbXwtQ1JNNi2Iu8y8_LSkPz4zL4yd0Z2Dg9qgSxDHi72xAShhNjVmNWI1MjBhYWRmYTM0ZWUyYjI4ODAxOTVjYWJmLS1INmVsc2Vyci1wwVRt_ScwSa-RLSROhf_6JIgK__onEaEZISq8QhGkiY4urommvjzdqmIYDvv7NPWIva3NL_VntaTHS2UgCfPbA2eTx-LF2I2-AagTeMgTPNATAP0TzcyMP4AUAaAUAbAUALgUAMgUAOoUAggF8BSRAUj85t0Tkh2oU7UjlUtWddRDoqj9K1C4eIfqcnTtA54SRFAI_8TklsZrxNulHNf3GgkrU6CnG6-mXWbEVEQcqoXE-14ZGYTefyXweoHmJFX7EE_hxL22hZyVAvANZxWiE-_j18BkkFw7hHGu5TLEnxEAD6VENtEQ_Niz1nEtk11OV596lLgLUuKVnkEmKiVcs-eGPcM7mrVuf-YQjuIXKzKgU9EcrklQf-CBFstYJtc3LghRGAoERyqF9VvR9vWcvRPnSjeq2VpAACv2YSdZPKIb_Yxju5LJBQ18l48GYjZteJyafgU.%26dur%3D1~KLUv_WMFoCgkcwClAwBDRhWqHCLhwMqLCshmiRYlPqoLrLCUwAErBCDpGMw_GSk5ZdCbmgQwyRlvARzt5lUB8Yh5110dM-2Q9rrh7yaF1f4O5df3W2urCHPEmGc5fiRnEwwq024CCPz-FoyYwiZ5HFH3qa9mDvu2ykRfnexHw0kZAQ..%26durs%3Dbxk9jt%26bdc%3D131%26mk%3DApple%26mdl%3DChrome%26testid%3Db1a%257Cdam%257C-CRM6-RCR4612Tiavc1%2520%26car%3D553%26fpa%3D687%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DUnknown%26said%3Da5268569d8bc5f5b520a18574adf27765a34ee80%26auct%3D1%26us_privacy%3D1---%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps://www.walmart.com/brand/benadryl/10009204%253Fdclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7%2526gad_campaignid%253D23710558973
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst6LzEGq8e_qf7a3noKNIMdd6o7DP8bO28LcdsJbhM86PD_EXiJ4kCdLOI0ehDKJDPG-uGHg8QPOVoTTVH9bzAASobljREpF-T17kxbMNeObcj2hPXV1XTe74heKyLptT25L64uDPRDepijMA0BHBukQ6bgbbQKVLF4Ye9aGS9EiSgJ_DHi4W3c-UyCDI_lgmKmcW-MkVsBrs3vjdGLcmSKYKjh8n8GTrLhep6oaXeWb6Fd3JXcFNtMugrkEDYyPoA4PyMJagneUGSpsHQDZtbTlFP7aoYaN2-A0_yKxri813lxRjZlFnz3wHo26qWFIgqDz4eYG2Wlh8r3HH12BlwbMKfu7Q2SFznlxdnn&sai=AMfl-YQxUvUtSmxlr1VwwBR8oV0zarU_x1DF_sCQM_iFAOHJZQp-JfX5XjRiLGG8GGfZnmNWf7FfcFVMcI8jSUHagia2DN0ja2G99FedATwujY63nu8pqbTS76VTJ7-esW0aIPynPs4gxr2SF2p3ftxiedpbOKZWKyrgfMJUydtgbdb4kzKhq9oqsxM3dHzKFLbrc1yBwlTgbRlZec4Zq2-_unpMbOS3V-aXx9F8cazGI71pJ-h7elutIMlw6LLv0QTtc8iuIPeSsb_gHeZN5qqiFX6KOK2gWgqCv-Qa7TbhyM1zu4_hx4gOLixE11KXZRazrLIEASxw3Wrc-3vPy3NwWa_2_vbCs6Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzO0Su1colaMg&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3D49b1739d-35da-4562-95e7-2ac09aea7bfd%26ag%3D5eok4fj%26sfe%3D1c63fa82%26sig%3DO6zxraoc_Jbg4FN4Og4gQittwrPU0dVNEBdOn5ybrUc.%26crid%3De3frqrq0%26cf%3D10495541%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dobserver.com%26rcats%3D%26mste%3Dobserver.com%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Drubicon%26uhow%3D137%26agsa%3D%26wp%3DEDAD02D6C7352BA0%26rgz%3D11101%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DOSX%26os%3DOSX1015%26br%3DChrome%26svpid%3D22412%26rlangs%3Den,os%26mlang%3D%26did%3DMGNI-AP-31109%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D33.89000000000004%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D%26cc%3D3~KLUv_WPYfRZo4QI9EAAEEm95NTg5bCD6TJ1zsUnaNWJFEZXnKsCa6ntvazRmakitrq4NULXMgAVaCGUzZnJxcnEwYJumw4kBMTAxMjI0MTIFMzBjbHJ6ajfAAot1Z2QwZHR10AKqtoQD8UAcYjFhfGRhbXwtQ1JNNi2Iu8y8_LSkPz4zL4yd0Z2Dg9qgSxDHi72xAShhNjVmNWI1MjBhYWRmYTM0ZWUyYjI4ODAxOTVjYWJmLS1INmVsc2Vyci1wwVRt_ScwSa-RLSROhf_6JIgK__onEaEZISq8QhGkiY4urommvjzdqmIYDvv7NPWIva3NL_VntaTHS2UgCfPbA2eTx-LF2I2-AagTeMgTPNATAP0TzcyMP4AUAaAUAbAUALgUAMgUAOoUAggF8BSRAUj85t0Tkh2oU7UjlUtWddRDoqj9K1C4eIfqcnTtA54SRFAI_8TklsZrxNulHNf3GgkrU6CnG6-mXWbEVEQcqoXE-14ZGYTefyXweoHmJFX7EE_hxL22hZyVAvANZxWiE-_j18BkkFw7hHGu5TLEnxEAD6VENtEQ_Niz1nEtk11OV596lLgLUuKVnkEmKiVcs-eGPcM7mrVuf-YQjuIXKzKgU9EcrklQf-CBFstYJtc3LghRGAoERyqF9VvR9vWcvRPnSjeq2VpAACv2YSdZPKIb_Yxju5LJBQ18l48GYjZteJyafgU.%26dur%3D1~KLUv_WMFoCgkcwClAwBDRhWqHCLhwMqLCshmiRYlPqoLrLCUwAErBCDpGMw_GSk5ZdCbmgQwyRlvARzt5lUB8Yh5110dM-2Q9rrh7yaF1f4O5df3W2urCHPEmGc5fiRnEwwq024CCPz-FoyYwiZ5HFH3qa9mDvu2ykRfnexHw0kZAQ..%26durs%3Dbxk9jt%26bdc%3D131%26mk%3DApple%26mdl%3DChrome%26testid%3Db1a%257Cdam%257C-CRM6-RCR4612Tiavc1%2520%26car%3D553%26fpa%3D687%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DUnknown%26said%3Da5268569d8bc5f5b520a18574adf27765a34ee80%26auct%3D1%26us_privacy%3D1---%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps://www.walmart.com/brand/benadryl/10009204%253Fdclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7%2526gad_campaignid%253D23710558973
https://observer.com/


Blah Blah Gallery at Elsewhere 2026. Courtesy the gallery and Elsewhere

Megan Galardi, director of Blah Blah Gallery and founder of newcomer fair Elsewhere, has

now spent three years at the helm of a gallery in Philadelphia, a city that’s often pitted

against New York. Reading Josh Kline’s recent buzz-inducing article arguing that New York

City’s economics essentially function as the art world’s curatorial frame—a piece that, in her

view, treats Philly as a neglected step-cousin—led to a turning point in her thinking about

the relationship between the two cities. “We can play off our proximity to New York but we

are not trying to be New York,” Galardi told Observer. With her urban planning background

informing her own relationship to the city, she’s become far more interested in how

Philadelphia serves as a crucible for possibility and experimentation.
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And what better way to showcase that than by experimenting herself with new art fair

models in the city. To do that, Galardi looked to curator-led fairs like Arrival Art Fair in the

Berkshires, led by Yng-Ru Chen; Neighbors in Chicago, started by Mirka Serrato and Jonny

Tanna; and Friends Fair in Austin, launched by six gallerists and staged at the Loren hotel.

After reflecting on these and other small fairs, Galardi deliberately limited the size and

scope of Elsewhere, with the most expensive booth fees capped at $2,500 (which includes

lodging). Galleries could experiment, the fair would serve as an ideation space and visitors

would encounter works that felt accessible.

Held this year at YOWIE, a boutique hotel on South Street in Philadelphia, Elsewhere hosted

27 exhibitors. Seven from Philadelphia, three international galleries from London and

Canada and many more from across the U.S. brought solo booths, two-artist displays and

group shows to the space. “My conversations with YOWIE were primarily about how to work

within the existing character of the building and adapt it for an art fair,” Galardi said. “I was

interested in creating an experience that felt more intimate and contextual, where the

architecture and setting could become part of how visitors encounter the work.”

The first space visitors encountered set the tone for the fair. Blah Blah Gallery and Good

Naked Gallery introduced a somewhat Seussical aesthetic, anchored by Libby Rosa’s pin
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motif, which took over the room. The artist shared that in a white cube setting, she had

approached the concept as “pins puncturing the gallery—then I thought, what could I do in a

hotel room?” At YOWIE, she extended the original conceit with oversized pins on works

hung on the walls paired with a quilted textile work featuring pinned moths covering the

bed. While her rainbow color palette has a whimsical feel, the work delivers a pointed

critique of the ways both natural and unnatural things are displayed in settings like

museums. Hung from the ceiling in the nearby shower was Terribly, thank you by M.

Fernanda Nuñez Alzate, an unstretched canvas with pink paint and outlines of cropped

hands and snouts, recalling the illustrative style and palette of the Pink Panther. That

allusion—compounded by the work’s placement in the shower—made it genuinely difficult

to decide whether it was irreverent or simply refreshing.

Feia at Elsewhere 2026. Courtesy the gallery and Elsewhere

The special exhibition “Found Her! Found Her!” by Dr. Darla Migan, was tucked into a small

hallway yet served as the conceptual heart of the fair. The exhibition deploys the language

of Black feminist aesthetics, making purposeful use of unexpected spaces—prayer closets,

and in this case hallways transformed into arteries of the surrounding living space. At one
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landing, Archiving Ghosts (An Elementary Treatise on the Anatomy of Privates Gordon and

Jackson) pairs an archival image of Whipping Peter (Gordon) with restitched leather by Mary

Enoch Elizabeth Baxter, recalling how the skin of enslaved people was used in bookbinding,

demanding an “unflinching gaze” at how Black people literally were the medium and the

conduit to many types of creative expression that have since been co-opted. Beside

Baxter’s work was slow n steady, a piece by Qualesha Wood commissioned last year by the

Studio Museum in Harlem. On the other side of the landing—which Dr. Migan described as a

portal to interstitial space—was Tanika I. Williams’s Cornbread Communion video, which

venerates freedom fighter Harriet Tubman by asking what nourished her, then poses the

question of how we feed—both physically and spiritually—the Black women doing radical

work. Paired with the video is a takeaway postcard with a cornbread recipe on the back,

entitled Our ‘Aunt Harriet’s’ Favorite Dish.

On the second and third floors, younger galleries took center stage, including Point Blank

out of Chicago, which emerged on the scene a year and a half ago, presenting a solo

exhibition of Alessandra Norman. Her work was installed on a bathroom wall adjacent to the

mirror: fossils of bobby pins rendered in enamel or acrylic on MDF and plywood and fair-

specific work featuring fossilized everyday objects, memes and digital ephemera—apropos

in a hotel context. On the other side of the room, Untitled I folded like a curtain over a

windowsill with tree branches visible at night. Installed in front of a real sill of the same size,

it produced a brilliant trompe l’oeil effect and revealed the full range of the gallery’s

ambition.
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Latitude at Elsewhere 2026. Courtesy the gallery and Elsewhere

Janey out of Cambridge, Ontario and just nine months old, debuted at Art Toronto, where

the sheer volume of exhibitors made it easy to overlook; here, the more intimate setting

made it easy to connect with fairgoers. “In general, our programming leads with an

atmospheric and material approach to art,” founder and director Lara Cardoso told

Observer. “All featured artists—Micaila Abboud, Yvonne Weiss, Malachi Wilson—are

emerging Canadian artists and represented by the gallery. The works shown explore

themes of nature and belief through materiality and form. I personally feel this room is the

strongest reflection of the gallery’s curatorial style and vision to date.” One work by Weiss

stood out: figures hover around what appears to be a casket, light with tiny flames

emanating heavenward, angelic beings surrounding it and a rainbow in the sky—perhaps a

reference to divine provision and/or queerness that read like a symbolic altarpiece on the

back of a Domino’s Wings takeaway box.

Feia out of L.A. was another standout. Once nomadic, it opened a brick-and-mortar space

this past year, and its display featured works by Tadashi Adamson and Charles Hickey that

drew on the boutique hotel’s idiosyncrasies. Titled “Almost Ordinary,” the exhibition “traces
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the threads that connect interior and exterior worlds. Moving across painting, sculpture,

drawing, and design, [it] navigates the space between domesticity and mythology, reality

and fiction, history and speculative futures, and the ordinary and the uncanny.” Adamson

plays on the idea of the everyday object with playful oval eyes and familiar script: a bar of

soap has eyes like a fever dream; a lipstick curves into a squiggle; musical notes transform

into a snail trail; AA battery facsimiles curve in on themselves; and toast with eyes and

melting butter becomes something like a nose. His work is trippy in the best sense, making

viewers question their assumptions about preciousness and value—is this part of the hotel

or is it art? Hickey’s Candle Count, by contrast, is simply a fun, funky lamp made with 3D

pen.

81 Leonard at Elsewhere 2026. Courtesy the gallery and Elsewhere

5U Space, a nomadic gallery that’s been active for a year and a half, showcased the range of

creative expression at Elsewhere with a solo exhibition of Nicholas Stathopoulos. Some of

the muslin-veiled fantastical works were intriguing and added to the ambiance of the space,

and the more abstract networks of tubing in paintings like Flesh and Tube and Electric and

Pipe sparked introspection and close looking. The Goyaesque paintings with sinister,
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viewer-following eyes and conniving grins, however, felt a touch too grotesque for the fair’s

overall tone—though that is the beauty of the experimentation that a fair like Elsewhere

makes possible.

Dream Clinic out of Columbus, Ohio, a project space that opened during the pandemic,

brought subtle, evocative pieces by Gabriella Moreno that engage with BDSM culture; the

artist frames them as interstitial “artworks that serve as love letters, diary entries, and sexts

between lovers.” The pieces on show felt like code—a knowing nod to those familiar with

that world that would feel non-confrontational to others: leather debossed letters that read

like an imprint or branding into a second skin.

LATITUDE from New York City in a collaborative presentation with Laura out of Houston

featured Fwalat Al Aser (فوالة العصر) by Afra Al Dhaheri—inflatable takya pillows, typically a

type of bolster cushion in South Asia, rearranged on the bed with a quiet sense of

reverence. Also on view were webbed duck-foot candle holders by Ernesto Solana, eye-

catching for their functionality and humorous form, and several ceramic works by Komie

Kim Lee—fish heads emerging from the wall, kimchi jars and rice cooker sets—that felt

particularly hospitable and familiar in a room with a kitchenette.

Among the established galleries at Elsewhere were Fleisher/Ollman Gallery (founded 1952),

OSMOS (founded 1997), 81 Leonard Gallery (founded by artist Nancy Pantirer in 1996) and

Pentimenti (since 1992). 81 Leonard Gallery brought a dazzling display of Pantirer’s abstract
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paintings on the back of plexiglass—works that take on a different life under black light,

with fluorescent hues surging forward through the colors, echoed in the painted pillows

decorating the bed. At Pentimenti, a body of work by Sarah Pater hid targets within vases of

flowers and other still lifes, watching like eyes and raising questions about the inherent

surveillance and voyeurism of moving through hotel rooms repurposed from private lodging

into a public third space.

Overall, Elsewhere’s inaugural iteration was the embodiment of Philadelphia’s vivacious

spirit and scrappy determination. “Elsewhere Fair is a leader in the emerging models for

how the IRL artworld can and must learn to be a cooperative ecosystem of art lovers and

friends,” Dr. Migan said. “I’ve enjoyed spending time getting to know the other exhibitors

who happily shared screws or politely asked for a hammer during install to collectors

supporting artists and galleries in Philadelphia with long-term visions for a robust and

sustainable city. Most fair visitors who did a self-guided walkthrough during their lunch hour

or after work have been open to longer conversations, show genuine curiosity and have

been nerding out about the science of light arts as much as they are celebrating the

urgency of liberation.”

https://observer.com/person/sarah-pater/
https://observer.com/list/new-york-city-best-third-places/
https://observer.com/2026/06/review-elsewhere-new-art-fair-philadelphia/5-50-elsewhere-2026/
https://observer.com/2026/06/review-elsewhere-new-art-fair-philadelphia/5-50-elsewhere-2026/
https://observer.com/


5-50 at Elsewhere 2026. Courtesy the gallery and Elsewhere
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